
 

 

WASCO COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 
April 11, 2017 

Meeting begins at 3:00 p.m. 
Columbia Gorge Discovery Center 

5000 Discovery Dr 
The Dalles, OR  97058 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
ROLL CALL 

WASCO COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSIONERS PRESENT 
Russell Hargrave 
Vicki Ashley 
Chris Schanno 
Mike Davis  
Andrew Myers 
Lynne Erickson 

 
WASCO COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSIONERS ABSENT 

Jeff Handley 
Brad DeHart 
 

WASCO COUNTY PLANNING OFFICE STAFF PRESENT 
Dustin Nilsen, Senior Planner 
Kelly Howsley Glover, Long Range Planner 
Will Smith, Associate Planner 
Dawn Baird, Associate Planner 
Riley Marcus, Assistant Planner 
Brent Bybee, Assistant Planner 
Jensi Smith, Program Assistant 
Brenda Jenkins, Planning Coordinator 
 

Chair Hargrave called the meeting to order at 3:11 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
 
Chair’s Script for April 11, 2017 Planning Commission Hearing Open Planning Commission 
Hearing Roll Call Before we get started, is there anyone wish to provide comments about 
items not on the agenda?  
 
Chair’s opening remarks (suggested): Thank you all for joining us this afternoon to learn 
more about Wasco County’s efforts to update several long range plans and ordinances. As 
you may have learned in the public notice and the open house portion of our meeting a few 



 

 

minutes ago, we are actively pursuing the update of five plans that affect our residents and 
landowners – and guide the future growth of our rural communities. Wasco County 
Planning began pursuing this effort in 2015 with the addition of its new Planning Director, 
Angie Brewer, the goals of the Planning Commission, and the support of our Board of 
County Commissioners. In line with the County’s mission to “pioneer pathways to 
prosperity” we have worked hard to build the right team to take on the ambitious task of 
ensuring our plans assist residents in achieving their vision for the future of Wasco County. 
Angie is about to begin maternity leave, and could not join us tonight – but is eager to begin 
the public outreach phase of this work. She has asked me to pass along her thanks for your 
participation this evening and over the course of the coming months. Most of the planning 
staff are here tonight to provide information, field questions, and most importantly – hear 
from you.  
 
Associate Planner Will Smith will provide an overview of the Natural Hazards Mitigation 
Plan;  
See the pp presentation 
Timeline updates every 5 years.  Next meeting in June and July.  Currentl plan 7 goals.  
Third major reviewing plan maintenance.   
Asking community to fill out the survey to align with your needs.  
Check websites  
Have until January to make the updates.  
 
 
Long Range and Special Projects Planner Dr. Kelly Howsley-Glover will provide an 
overview of the Comprehensive Plan and the Wasco County Land Use and Development 
Ordinance update processes;  
Wasco 2040 
Goal of comp plan to be a 20-30 year vision for what we want our county to look like,  We 
were approved in January to enter into voluntary periodic review.  This gives us a 
mandatory 3 year finish line.   
Timeline for the 3 year process series of meetings from may thru august.  Road show 
meetings to help you  
List of stakeholders from presentation 
Identifying the goal priorites generating alternative scenarios 
October through January second round of road shows, talking about polies and draft 
proposed policies.  
 
Public meeting surveys 2019 develop a final draft. 
2020 public hearing on the final document 
 
Proposed updates to the ludo 
Results may be to change policy and strategies and revise ludo 
Projecting to have the changes to the ludo adopted by 2022 
 



 

 

Senior Planner Dustin Nilsen will provide an overview of the Management Plan for the 
National Scenic Area and the Wasco County National Scenic Area Land Use and 
Development Ordinance.  
Gorge 2020 updating the management plan for the Columbia river gorge national scenic 
area 
Plan impacts both Washington and Oregon.  Second update since the inception of the 
NSA.  It is a gorge commission update and process.  We have been invited to participate in 
a fashion, but we wanted you all to participate as well.  Wasco county does the 
implementation of the rules and we need you to let  us know how it is working.  This is a big 
opportunity to shape how this will live on in the future.   
 The 1st update took 10 years…   
\cummalative impacts, visual subordinatgion, these are changes we have to make.  We are 
mandated by the scenic act.   
 
Kelly relying on our new website Kelly went over the Long Range Web Page. 
 
2040 dedicated web page 
 
 
Hargrave called for Public Comments.    
 
Robert Gove – mosier specifically rock creed rd.  Mr Gove stated that between the town of 
mosier and the twin tunnels the only way to get there is hwy 30.  This is also used by the 
bicyclists.  He stated that he has had close calls, anyone who goes up there has had close 
calls with bicyclists.  He stated that Proctor Rd and Rock Creek Rd are in need of paving 
and maintenance. 
 
Steve Mead is there a plan to expand the National Scenic Area?.  He also asked if it is 
possible that any of the proposed planning can affect the rights that many people have 
under measure 49 or 37?  Kelly Howsley-Glover stated that no proposals will be affecting 
Measure 49 or 37 rights.  She stated that the county is beholden to uphold those decisions.   
 
Denny ross town of Maupin, south wasco alliance.  Denny stated that they don’t want to 
lose the cultural significance.  Trying to do a specialty crop and small farming on smaller 
parcels such as 20 acres, but the state won’t let you do that.  Does the state know what 
they are doing to us.  We are gonna operate on the forgiveness is easier than permission.  
But we would like to make it a sanctioned provision.   
 
Megan wagenblast wondering if there is any truth to the rumor that we will be going down 
to 80 acre.  
 
Russ we are really just looking for input, its what people want.  We don’t have any plans at 
this point.  Meagan so anything can happen.  Russ yes as long as we are not less 
restrictive than the state.  But we don’t have any plans yet.  If we hear again and again that 
is important to the citizens that is something we will look at and we will bring it back to the 
public.   



 

 

Meagain we like the lot sizes rural Oregon initiative 
 
Ronnie Johnson just beginning her education one concern is water.  Water is our most 
valuable resource.  At some point it will be more valuable than anything.  She has concerns 
about wells running dry due from orchards sucking the ground water.  Running out or water 
because of limited resources that are being distributed to jkust a few  
Grew up in new York city and her dream to live in the country she loves her gravel road, if it 
is rutted maybe it will slow people down.  Lived her about 17 years it seems like other city 
put residential next to the water than the industrial that the dalles has.  How much more 
industrial does the dalles plan to put in. Russ wasco county doesn’t have the jurisdiction for 
the  
 
Leroy booth requests that you keep asking for imput maybe moving the hours so that 
people can come after work.  Make accommodations for people.   
 
Letter they will change some property.  West second street  
Dustin Initial letter went out to some property in the city, but it won’t have any affect, it was 
an error that you received it.   
 
Charlie reminington what made you decide to enter the voluntary periodic ;review 
Rus yes and now, there are a lot of updates that we are required to make and they have 
ben stacking up. 
Kelly some minor updates but never a comprehensive comp plan update.   
Rus update the ludo without updateing the comp plan and it has become hard to use.  We 
want to hear from the public if it still reflects the goals, aspirations and concerns of the 
county.l  
Charlie needs to maintain the 160 acre size.   
 
Sheila Dooley  concerned about the road capcity.  Also an issue with roads that are private 
roads that are not maintained.  Water issues .  been evacuated 2 due to fire concerns.  
Roads are steep and when they are plowed they only plow 1 lane and there are blind 
corners so we are stuck not leaving.  
 
Lynn nelson deid pc take into consideration the livablilty of the people when the nsa went 
in.   her mother owns a house in nsa and they can’t make changes renovation, without 
mountains of paperwork, large fees, they decide and regardless of the ourtcome they keep 
the fees.  Air quality is poor , water quality hasn’t cleaned up the river.  Very frustrated nsa 
will tell you not to paint youir house and deer will eat your plants because you cant’; build a 
fence.   
Dustin you have the opportunity for imput you can write us letters stop by the office, email, 
there will be other public meetings.  This is not your only input.   
 
Leroy understand what you are saying and that is great,what if you want to be involved but 
working in the day, it is difficult.  How can we get involved? 
Dustin Signup online for the notices when you get the notice write us!.   
 



 

 

Kelly discuss the CAG meeting 
 
Russ isn’t only opportunity, jsuut your first one. Call us, talk to staff, see tape.   
 
Russ closed the meeting then reconvene the CAG  
 
Adjourned 4:12 
 
 
_______________________________    ________________________________ 
Rus Hargrave            Angie Brewer, Planning Director 
Wasco County Planning Commission     Wasco County Planning & Development 


